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Article 1: Ownership 

1. The World Universities Peace Invitational Debate (WUPID) is hereby established.

2. The World Universities Peace Invitational Debate (WUPID) is a copyrighted event wholly 

owned by Dr. Saiful Amin Jalun, Daniel Hasni Mustafa and Muhammad Yunus Zakariah. The 
government of Malaysia protects the copyright.


Article 2: Introduction 

1. There shall be a competition, which for the purpose of this constitution shall be named the 
World Universities Peace Invitational Debate (WUPID). 


2. A round of the Championship shall be held once during each and every calendar year.

3. All interested parties are able to view a copy of this Constitution, which shall be displayed on 

the official website of the Championship for reference.

4. All previous constitutions, rules, resolutions and conventions relating to the Championship are 

hereby repealed, revoked and abrogated.


Article 3: Objective 

1. The purpose of the Championship shall be the promotion of debate, the free exchange of 
ideas and international networking and cooperation.


2. It should be noted that anything said by any debater during a debate round does not 
necessarily represent the debater's personal beliefs, those of his / her university or those of 
his / her nation.


Article 4: Eligibility 

Competitors who satisfy the requirements of this Article may compete in a team eligible to

make the grand finals of the Championship.


1. During the academic year of the Championship, competitors shall represent the institution at 
which they pursue at least half of their courses toward a particular degree.


2. Competitors shall be recognised by their university debating union or equivalent or in the 
absence of such a body, by the university administration.


3. The Organisers prior to commencement of the Championship should receive documented 
evidence of the competitor’s student status. Registration shall be considered incomplete until 
such evidence is received.


4. Competitors must be enrolled students and must be attending classes or pursuing research in 
the university that they represent on the last day of term preceding the Championship.


5. In the event of any controversy regarding the interpretation of this Article, the Organisers of the 
Championship shall follow the recommendation of the Chief Adjudicator (or equivalent).


6. No individual or institution shall be allowed to register and participate at the Championship if 
they owe money from their previous participation without the agreement of the Organiser.




Article 5: Registration 

1. There is NO registration fee for invited institutions.

2. Invited institutions are the top 20 institutions ranked at the previous World Universities 

Debating Championship.

3. Registration period for the invited institutions will be protected for a duration based on the 

discretion of the Organisers.

4. After the protection period is over, registration for the Championship will then be opened to 

other institutions not within the top 20 rankings.

5. Invited institutions are entitled to send two (2) teams and two (2) adjudicators for free.

6. The team cap for the Championship is forty (40) teams.

7. The N1 rule is applied.

8. In the event an institution is unable to fulfil the N1 rule, they must inform the Organisers at 

least a month prior to the Championship and is required to pay USD100 per adjudicator as 
penalty. The penalty shall be used by the Organisers to fund qualified adjudicators to the 
Championship.


9. Non‐invited institutions may only pre-register for the Championship once the protected 
registration period for the invited institution is due.


10. Non-invited institutions that have pre-registered will be screened and reviewed prior to 
acceptance.


11. Non-invited institutions are entitled to send two (2) teams and two (2) adjudicators for free.

12. Composite teams cannot register in advance for the Championship. The Organisers may 

create such composite teams out of individual participants, as they deem necessary and 
appropriate.


13. No composite team shall be admitted to the elimination rounds. ‘Composite team' shall be 
defined for the purpose of this Constitution as meaning any team consisting of two individuals 
not both attending the same university.


Article 6: Adjudication Panel and Tab Director 

1. The Chief Adjudicator, Deputy Chief Adjudicator and Tab Director shall be paid an honorarium. 
The amount of honorarium is subject to the discretion of the Organisers.


2. A panel of Deputy Chief Adjudicators shall be appointed by the Advisory Panel to assist the 
Chief Adjudicator to: (a) Develop motions for the Championship; (b) Accredit and grade all 
adjudicators registered to the Championship; and (3) Assist the Host University to comply with 
the Constitution.


3. A Tab Director shall be appointed by the Advisory Panel to assist the Chief Adjudicator

to: (a) Run the tabulation system during the Championship; and (b) Allocate adjudicators for each 
venue every round during the Championship


Article 7: Overview of the Championship Format 

1. There shall be five (5) preliminary rounds of debate, involving all teams eligible to debate in the 
Championship along with any composite teams if deemed necessary.


2. Composite teams must be added by the Tab Director to the tabulation system under the 
following circumstances: (a) If the number of teams eligible to debate in the preliminary round 
is not equal to a number divisible by four; and (b) If a team withdraws from the Championship 
before or during the preliminary rounds.




3. Following each round, teams shall be ranked by the adjudicators and awarded points as 
follows: (a) 1st ranked team: 3 points; (b) 2nd ranked team: 2 points; (c) 3rd ranked team: 1 
point; and (d) 4th ranked team: 0 points.


4. Teams shall also be given a score out of 200 by the adjudicators in accordance with the 
Format of the Debate.


5. If a team forfeits a round they shall be given 0 points and a team score of 0.

6. In the opening round, teams will be drawn in debates of groups of four teams on a random 

basis, and subsequently allocated Opening Government, Opening Opposition, Closing 
Government or Closing Opposition on a random basis.


7. For rounds two through to five, the Tab Director shall draw the debates on a 'power‐pairing' 
basis, in accordance with the Format of the Debate.


8. At the conclusion of each preliminary round (except for the last round) teams shall be ranked 
in order of their aggregate Team Points accumulated by the team; from highest aggregate to 
lowest.


9. The teams should then be divided up into pools of teams with the same amount of aggregate 
team points, with pools being ranked from highest aggregate to lowest.


10. If any pool (The Upper Pool) consists of an amount of teas equivalent to a number divisible by 
four, then teams from the pool ranking immediately below that pool (The Lower Pool) may be 
promoted to the Upper Pool so that the Upper Pool consists of a number of teams divisible by 
four.


11. One the pools have been adjusted then the pools is divided into debates of four teams on a 
random basis.


12. Once the teams have been placed in groups of four they shall be allocated Speaking Positions 
on a random basis.


13. Following the five (5) preliminary rounds, there shall be an elimination round consisting of the 
top 16 teams from the preliminary round.


14. Teams are ranked in consecutive order (from highest to lowest) as follows: (a) Total aggregate 
team points accumulated by the team; (b) Where teams have an equal number of aggregate 
team points, on the basis of aggregate team scores accumulated by the team; (c) Where this 
is also equal, on a count‐back of the number of times that each team has ranked 1st, 2nd and 
3rd, with a team ranking higher if it has been ranked 1st more often, and so on; and (d) Where 
the teams still cannot be distinguished, ranking will be determined by drawing lots.


15. The highest eight (8) ranking teams will participate in the Semi Finals.

16. At the conclusion of each Semi Finals, the adjudicators shall select two winning teams from 

each debate. These two teams shall progress to the Final.

17. In the Final, the adjudicators shall select the one winning team while the remaining three are 

the runners‐up.



